Metropolican Sewerage.

until Partiament had an opportunity of
considering it.  There are provisions
in the Act to which exception has been
taken. The Act needs amending, but in
the meantime we wanl power to deal with
sewerage and drainage.

Mr. Scaddan: In view of past events,
do you consider you have a man iv the de-
partment ecapable of taking charge of this
work ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member knows very well that if T did
not ibink onr officers were capable of
carrying on the eonstruetion I should have
reported it to the Government long ago.

Mr. Seaddan: But do you not propose
to get an officer here from the Eastern
States ¢

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have plenty on the staff capable of carry-
ing on this work to a satisfactory eonclu-
sion, and we have no intention of goiny
to the East or anywhere else for further
assistance. 1 submit the Bill to the
House, and in Committee T shall be pre-
pared to deal with any of the elauses hon.
members may see fit to call attention to.
This 15 a temporary measure pure and
simple, and I trust members will recog-
nise that it is onlvy operative until the
3ist December, 1909,

On motion by Mr.
journed.

1Waller. debate ad-

Touse adjourned at 11.16 pm.
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The PRESINDENT took the Chair at
430 p.m., and read prayers.

PARERS PRESENTED.
By the Coloniul Secretary: 1. Repori
General  for the year
ended 30th June. 1908. 2. Plan of the
proposed Dock at Fremantle (veferred to
in Sir Whately Eliot’s Report laid on the
Table 23rd July. 1908. 3. Report of the
Zoological Gardens and Acelimatisation
Comrmittee.

QUESTION —RAILWAYS, SEC-
TIONAL RETURNS. .
Hon., J. W. KIRWAN asked the
Colonial Secretary,—IHave the Govern-
ment any objection to the system existing
in most ather countries of making see-

. tional returns of veeceipts and expendi-

ture on the various sections of the Go-
vernment raillways being again followed
here? Tf not, will they reeommend the
Railway Conumissioner to provide such
reiurng in his annual report?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: If sectional returms can be com-
piled with aceuracy and without wndue
expense, the Commissioner of Railways
will be recommended to give the matier
consideration.

BILE—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2}.
Introduced by the Colonial Secretary,
and rvead a fist time.

BILL—FPERMANENT RESERVES
(SUBTACO) REDEDICATION.
In Commitiee, .
Bill passed through Commitltee with-
ont debate, reporied withoul amendment :
the report adopted.
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BILL—SUPPLY, £365,579.
Second reading.

The COLONIALSECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Commolly) in moving the second
reading said :—Tt is not usual to speak at
any lengfh in moving the second reading
of a Supply Bill in this House. As mem-
bers know, such a Bill has to be brought
down from time to time in order to pro-
vide sufficient means for carrying on the
Government of the country. The BEsti-
mates are not yet passed; therefore there
is no money available to pay the current
salaries and for works in progress. Par-
liament has heen somewhat late in assem-
bling this year for reasons well known to
members, and which, therefore, I need
not go into. Two Supply Bills have been
brought doww this year, the first—which
covered some four months of expendi-
ture—having been infroduced during the
recent short session. This further Bill is
with the ohject of ecarrying us on to
Christmas, thus making a total of five
months’ supply. The Bill also provides
for a certam amount to he paid from
General Loan Fund, as well as a sum
from Consolidated Kevenue. The money
from Loan Fund will be used for works
in progress, whieh have already been ap-
ptoved of by this House.
he spent almost entirely on the various
rallways passed by Parliament, and now
in progress; namely the Preston-Donny-
brook railway, the Norseman railway, and
Pinjarra-Marrinup railway. There are
also eertain other lines and works for
which the money is needed. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee,
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment; the
report adopted.

BILL—MIDLAND JUNCTION BOUN-
DARIES.
Second reading.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY :
(Hon. J. D. Connolly) in moving the
second reading said:—The reasons for

[COUNCIL.]

Company.

The sum will

Midland Junction Bill.

bringing this Bill bhefore the House are
briefly as follow, Under the Munieipal
Corporations Act, 1906, if a majority
petition of the ratepayers living i a par-
ticular distriet desire that a eertain por-
tion of land in that distriet should be
aunexed to the existing municipality, sueh
annexation ean take place. At the pre-
sent time in the municipality of Midland
Junction there is a small portion of
ground owned by the Midland Railway
L understand that in the past
the eompany had their workshops ereeted
on this particular piece of land. The
property is situated in about the centre
of the municipality, and streets are made
all round it. 1t is, however, not under
the eontrol of the Midland Munieipal
Couneil, but is governed by the Swan
roads board. The Midland Company did
not objeer to it being annexed; still they
were not prepared to petition to be an-
nexed, and therefore the only thing to
be done was to bring in a small Bill to
enable the annexation to be made. The
attorney for the Midland Company
writes as follows:—

“Adverting to your letter of the 5th
January last in veference to a request
for annexation to the municipality of
Midland Junction of certain property
owned by the Midland Railway Com-
pany at Midland Junetion, noew within
the jurisdiction of the Swan Roads
Board, I heg to inform you that the
matter was considered al a meeting of
the railway conmmifiee held yesterday,
when T was requested to inform von
that if the annexation is authorised by
law, the company does not propose to
offer any ohjection thereto.”

In other words while they would not
move themselves in the matter, they ex-
pressed their intention at that time of
not offering any ohjections. Seeing that
the company does not offer any ohjee-
tion and that it s very desirable from a
municipal point of view that this land
should be annexed to the municipality, on
the representation of the member for
the distriet, the Government promised
to bring in a small Bill to legalizse the
annexation. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
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Hon. E. M. Clarke: What was the
date of ihat letier ?

The Colonial Secretary : The 3lst
January, 1908,

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West) : I do not

rise to oppose this Bill, but werely with
the objeet of drawing attention to Clause
2 Subelause 2. [t appears that this
portion of land i now included in the
wunieipality. or will be when ihe Bill
passes, and will be part of (he mumiei-
pality of Midland Junetion.  But the
Swan Roads Board will have veceived
all Lthe rates levied for the vear ended
30th June, 1809.  Under this Clause 2
Subclause 2 it will then beeome the
duly of the roads board to pay a pro-
portionate part of these vrates to the
municipality, which the municipality
shall apply as if it were a rate struek
on municipal property for the financial
year comnmencing on November 1, 1908.
In eonnection with the collection of these
rates, it i no uncommon occurrence for
an authoritative body to be put to a ¢én-

siderable amount of expense. and it
mighi turn out that the Swan Roads

Board in the collection of these rates will
ineur such expense. Yet the municipality
for the unexpired portion of the year,
from the date of the passing of ihis Bill,
will be entitled to a full proporiionate
part of the rates levied and collected for
the year. 1 am merely mentioning this
for the benefit of (he hou. wember who
has Midland .Junetion in  his province,
and T ask. is if a fair thing that the
Swan Roads Board should have the eost
of this collection and yet return to the
Midland Junetion municipality a fult
proportion of the rates eollected ?

The Colonial Secretary : I do not think
it will matter mueh after all.

Hon. M. L. MOSS : The Swan Roads
Board levy the rate and will go on to
eollect it, but for the proportionate part
of the wear the Midland Junetion Muni-
cipal Council will receive a proportion-
ate part of the rate. There may be ex-
pense incurred by the roads board in eol-
lecting that rate. and it is an unfair
thing fo give the Midland Junefion Coun-
cil a full proportionate part of the rate
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and not eall upon them to pay any part
of the coat of collection thereof,

The ('OLONIAL SECRETARY (in
reply) ¢ 1 do net think the point raised
i= likely (0 be a very serious one. This
particular hitc  of land belongs to the
Midland Railway Company, and thevefore
there is only one pavment te be wade
for the whole amount, and being a com-
pany, the only expense to be incurred
will be that of writing out the rate nolices,
atter which ihey will merely have to wait
for the amount to come in. I dv not
think therefore it is worthy of consider-
ation.

Hon V. HAMERSLEY (East) : What
will be the position if the company does
not seiwd in that cheque when it is asked
for ? The Swan Roads Board will have

lost that property and will not be able

to seize. It will have become part of the
property of the wunieipality and the
Swan Roads Board will have nothing to
claim upon.  Will they be able to come
upant the nuutieipality for the amount 2
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second tine.

In Commitlee,

Clause 1-—Alteration of boundaries of
Midland Junction Municipal Distriet:

Hon, G, RANDELL: Tt was question-
able whether this was a happy phrose.
It was understaod that this piece of land
was in the centre of the mumeipality and
nul on the boundary at all.  Consequently
the proposed alteration could not affect
any alteratiun i boundaries.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : The
putting of a patch of land in the widdle
of an area might fairly be held to be an
alteration of bhoundary. In any case, it
was only a matter of altering the nar-
zinal note,

Hon. (. Randell: Unfortunately, it
wag in the Title as well,
Hon. M. L. Moss: “ Annexation of

area” would be a better marginal note.

The CHAIRMAN :  Anyv alteration
in the marginal note conld he made by the
Clerk.

Clause passed,

Clause 2—agreed to.
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Schedule, Title—agreed to,
RBill reported without amendment.

BILL—EARLY CLOSING ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reuading.

‘The COLONIAL BECRETARY (Hon.
4. D. Connolly} in moving the second
reading said: I am afraid it will be
necessary for me to speak at  some
length in order to explain (his small
and appavently very innocent Bill. In
gpeaking to the Address-in-Reply [
explained at some length what had taken
place in vegard to the Early Closing
Act during the past 12 months, and pro-
bably it would he better for me to some-
what cover the ground again in intvo-
duecing this Bill. In Seetion 4 of the
existing Act it is provided thal there

shall be a half-holiday for shop assis-.

tants, or to go further, it provides that
shops may be open from 8 o’elock in
the morning ta 6 o'elock in the after-
neon. It further provides that in every
week there shall he a half-holiday for
the employees and that the half-holiday
shall either be on the Wednesday or on
the Baturday. Ifach individual shop-
keeper has the right to say whether lie
will elose on Wednesday at ane o’cluck
or on Saturday at one o’clock. Should
he close on the Wednesday he is en-
titled to remain open uniil 6 o’elock on
the Saturday ond wzice wversu; or not
exactly wice werse, but if he closes on
the Saturday le is entitled to remain
open until 10 o’clock on the Friday.
That section leaves the rchoice entirely
to the shopkeeper. Each ean eleet on

", which day to give his emplovees a half-

holiday and on whieh dav to close his
shop. That was the poesition. The
shopkeeper had to make an application
in writing to the department stating
on which day he wished te keep open.
whether it was to be Wednesday or
Saturday. In  the event of the
shapkeeper nol making a choice he
- was deemed to have chosen the Wed-
nesday for eclosing and the Saturday
for opening. That was the state of
affairs from the passing of the Early
Closing Aet  until  the latier part

[COUNCIL.]
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of last year. Section 3 provided that
if a majority of shopkeepers in any dis-
trict—Seetion 3 it will be notieced pro-
vides for a distriet, while Seection 4 pro-
vides for the choice of individuals—and
Bection 3 as we read it until yesterday,
provided that if a majority of shop-
keepers in any distriet—I wan¢ those
memhers who perhaps do not know as
much about this Bill as I do to under-
stand (hat the State is divided into 2o
number of ecarly elosing districts; it is
provided in the Act thal they follow
boundaries of roads boards or of muni-
cipalities—Section 5 asg | say provided,
as we read it, thar if a majority of shop-
keepers in any given distriet petitioned
the Minister, (he Governor-in-Council
might  issue a  proclamation making
a  wiven half-holiday for all shop-
kespers  in that  pactienlar  distriet.
That  took place in  regard  to  the
metropolitan  area  aboui August, 1907.
About that time petitions were presented
to me as the Minister administrating
the Aect, praying thal rthe Saturday
half-holiday should be universal as far
as those districts were concerned. In
respeel te the metropolitan area at the
present moment the districts ave de-
fined in the Aet, and there are in all
some 19 distriets comprising all the
roads boards and mnnicipal  distriets
within the metropolitan area. In all
other parts of the State the boundaries
ave lefr tn the Governor-in-Couneil, but
for the metropolitan area they are fixed
by Statute in the Aect of 1904, In ae-
cordance with the advice of the Crown
Taaw Department, having satisfied myself
that there was a majority of shop-
keepers signing each of these memorials
from the various distriets, we caused a
proclamation o be issned making ihe
Saturday half-holiday universal for the

whole of the metropolitan arca. That
proclamation  provided that the altera-

tion should come into force on the
Ist Jannary, 1907, It is vather a strange
thing that at that time. as far as one
could gather, there did not seem to he
a dissentient voice as to-the closing on
Saturday.  Shopkeepers and shop as-
sistants, as far as one could gather, in
the mefropolitan area were unanimously
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in favour of the Saturday half-holiday.
1 certainly think I should have
heard in my position as the AMinister
administering the Aect if there was any
discontent; but no protest reached me
against the granting of this half-holiday,
and consequently we were rather light-
Learted in granting the Saturday half-
holiday Eo the metropolilan area, satis-
fied that fur once we were doing an
wnusual thing, plensing evervhbody. Less
than two months of the present year
had elapsed when the shopkeepers of
the metropolitnn area—nearly the whole
of thewm—in Perth and Fremantle—for
Fremantle was just as hot at that time
as Perth about it—wished to have the
holf-holiday altered. They waited fur
the statutory three monihs, and then
presented io me a memorial, saving they
had a majority in six or seven of the
particwlar districts. I think, speaking
from memory. there were Perth, Fre-
mantle, East Fremantle—1 ain uot cer-
tain  about North  Fremantle—and
Subiaen, but T think North Fremantle
was in it at that time. There weve five
or six districts. That was about April
ov May last. These petitions T had care-
fully analysed, and after sending aronnd
factory inspeetors to get the total num-
ber of shops in cach district. and cheek-
ing the names off to see if the persuns
could sign, and to see that they were
bona fide shupkeepers, I discovered that
in each instance they were slightly in a
minority. or the petitions failed by a
few—only one or two in some instances
—to obtain ane half the signatories of
the total number of shopkeepers in each
of these areas. Consequently. on the
adviee of the Crown Law Department,
we had no choice but to refuse that
petition, as the et said there must be
a majority. Later on, the Perth early
closing district presented a petition—
this was about July lust—asking that
the shops should close in that particular
area on Wednesday and ovpen on Satur-
day. They had a decided majority:
they bad something like 477 names: T
think some were disallowed, but not a
great number. but vut of a possible 602
or 612 they had a majority: even taking
off thase disallowed theyv still had a de-
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cided majority. consequently the petition
wus granted. The Act provides that a
majority of the shopkeepers shall decide,
and il is a very difficult thing under
the Ac¢r. if members look at the delini-
tion of shopkeeper. to say what is a
shop and what is net a shop. For in-
stance, it says. “a shop in any place
where goods are sold by retail,”! and the
result was we had to toke the signatures
of sueh persons as owners of woodyards.
and other places, for ihe Aet said that
a shop was a place where goods were
sold by retail, other than those shops
enumerated in the schedule, and mem-
bers will better understand what they
are if I say that they are butehers’
shops, chemists” shops, eicetera. It hav-
ing been decided to be wnsatisfactory,
T recommended to the (Governmeni to
bring in an amendment to the Aect. leav-
ing it. instead of to the shopkecpers, to
the ratepavers to decide on what day
the elosing should take place.  That
brings me to the present position. That
amending Bill was introduced in the
Legislative Assembly. The Bill hefore
the Houge does not provide for a poll
of the ratepayers, but for a poll of the
electors on the Legislative Assembly
roll.  The Bill was amended in the
Legislutive Assembly fromn allowing
ratepayers the ehoice to leaving it to the
electors. and that is how we find the Bill
now hefore us.

Hon, .T. W. Hackell: Do you accept
it ?

The COTONIAIL, SECRETARY: The
Government did not make it a party
measure, and the CGovernmeni ecn-
sidered. and T consider as well. that it
would he far heiter for the rate-
pavers ro decide: but the {egislative
Assembly. in their wisdom. deeided to
allow the decision to rest with the elee-
tors. That is the form in which the
Bill eomes before the House. and the
form in which T am asked to present
it to members on the present oeccasion,
There is a judgment of his Honour the
Chief Justice whiel: was ziven vesler-
day. which 1 will toueh upon later, and
leaving the judgment of the Chief Jus-
tice for a moment. T will deal with the
Bill as it stands now., The Bill provides
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first of all in Clause 2 that the holiday
shall be either on Friday or Saturday.
I do not think that at all workable, but
the amendment was inserted.in another
place; I do not know quite with what
object, but if I may say so, it is rather
a stupid amendment and wounld be alto-
gether unworkable, and one which I
propose to alter, if members will agree

to do so. I propose to alter the Friday
to Wednesdav.

Hon. M, L. Moss : What elause is
that 2

The COLONIAL: SECRETARY :

Clanse 2. The word ‘*Friday’’ has been
inserted in place of Wednesday, and it
15 consequential in other parts of the
Bill. It is further provided in Clause
3, whieh is really the kernel of the Bill,
that a poll of the electors on the As-
sembly roll in any distriet may from
time to time be taken under regulations
provided for the purpose, asking that
the days appointed for the closing of
shops, not being shops mentioned in
Schedule 1 of the prineipal Act, at one
o’cloek and 10 o’clock, may be altered
to the dayvs speeified on the voting
papers recorded by such electors. In
other words, in any distriet wherve the
Early Closing Aet applies, if the shop-
keepers wish to elose on the Friday or
on the Wednesday and open on lhe
Saturday, it has to be decided by a poll
of (he electors. When the Government
infroduced the Bill they thought it bet-
ter to leave it to the ratepayers instead
of the shopheepers, for the reasons
whichk T have alrendy mentioned. and
also, as property owners had not a voice
in the memorinl, they would uhave a voice
if ratepavers were allowed fo vote. The
question of leaving it o the ecleetors
had some consideration at the hands of
the Government, but ir was thought fo
be cumbersoire, and would not =erve
the purpuse, but that all puwrpeses wonld
be served by leaving it to the rate-
payers, However, the Lagislalive As-
semhly, in their wisdon:, have altered
it to allow the electors to decide, and
it is for this Council to say whether it
would he better to leave the choice to
a poll of the ratepayers or a poll of the
electors, as set forth in Clause 4.

{COUNCIL.]

Second reading.

fTon. J. . Kirwan : How would you
take the poll when the boundaries are
not identical ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : T will
explain thal iater on. 1 propose to move
certain amendments to Clause 4. 1t will
he naticed that the Governor may from
time to time, by proelamation, unite
any two or more distriets info one dis-
triet. That is also an amendment which
was inserted at my request in another
place, and for this reason. Ht was
thought at the tme that the interesis
of the different distriets were identical,
and it would be hetter to have them in
one distriet. In the metropolitan area,
for 1instance, there are 19 districts,
therefore it would be bhetter to leave it
to the Gevernor-in-Council v join one
or more districls as the Governor may
think fit. While the Bill was in the

Legislative Assembly a further amend-

ment was made, the Assembly making
the distriet, so far as il relates to Perth,
statutory: they joined the whole of the
metropolitan avea as one district. The
metropolitan area contains a number of
small eleetorates to make one district,
as set out in the latter part of Clause
4. It is for this House to say whether
it is better to have a statutory distriet,
or leave it to the Goverror-in-Couneil
to fix the distriets from time to time.
Possibly, it would serve the purpese
very well if the metropolitan area was
one district, but T am inelined to think
from my experience, that it would be
taking rather too mueh risk to make
it a statutory distriet. TIn an uusettled
country like this circumstances are
changing, and while it mayv be all right
for one part of a distriet, it might not
suit another portion of the same dis-
trict. Take some electorates named in
the Bill, Balkatta or South Perth. Bal-
katta takes in a part of Wannervo, and
while it might suit one part of Balkatta
—Leederville—to have the closing on
one day, it might not suit the Wanneroo
portion, which is contained in the Bal-
katta electorate. Then take the elec-
torate of South Perth; that oot only
comprises the municipalities of Vietoria
Park and Sonth Perth, but takes in a
wreat part of the Canning distriet. whieh
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is a farming distriet. The elosing ou a
cektain day might suit one partieular
end of the electorate. but it might not
he convenient for the other porlion.

1 do not know if that difficulty
does  exist at the preseni, but it
is my duty to point it ount. Hav-
ing mzaied experienee in adminisier-

ing the Act and knowing the diffi-
culties which may arise 1 think i
would be hetter te confine the operation
of the Bill to 1he Jatter portion of Clause
4, and give the Governor-in-Couneil
power from time to time to join distriets
as is deemed fit, and alter boundaries
from fime to time. 1f we fix the dis-
tricts by Statute, there must be an
amendment of the Aect before sueh dis-
lriets ean be altered. Those are briefly
the provisions contained in the Bill, but
since the Bill was passed in another
place, and sinee it came here yesterday,
a decision has been given by the Chief
Justice, which puis an entirely different
aspeet on the question. The Supreme
Court has ruled that Section 3 does not
contain the powers that we held it did.
I have not seen the judgment excepl in
the newspapers, and as far as I read it,
it is this. The Court decided that
Seetion 4 zives the shopkeepers the
choice of fixing one of two days, Wed-
nesday or Saturday, and by Section 4,
shops must elose on onue of two days,
but the shopkeepers maxy have the choice
upon which day they will close. Sec-
tion 3 dues not contain anything to take
away the right of that clioice, therefore,
any power confained in Section 5 is of
little value. The holiday may he on
Tuesday or Thursday. but that ix all
the power the memorialists can pray for,
asking the Governor in Cowneil to name
two days. The seetion does not take
away the right contained in Section +4;
that is, the right of the shopkeepers to
have the choice as to whether they avill
close on one day or on anather. In other
words, it eannot be made.a fixtwe. To
put it plainly, it seems as if Section 3
were knocked out of the Aet it wonld
not do any harm. [t is impossible fo
fix a bhard and fast day: shopkeepers
can name either Wednesday or Saturday,
or any other two davs they choose, but
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the choice is left to the shopkeepers
themselves 2s to whieh of the two days
they will elose on. I would suggest te
members that the debate should be ad-
journed, or we might pass the second
reading to-night; but I de not intend
to go further, for T wish to have certain

amendments  appearing on ihe Notice
PPaper. These amendments whici I will

read are necessary on account of the
Judgment thar has been given by the
Chief Justiee in the Supreme Court.
When in Committee I propose to move
in Clause 2, paragraph 1, te strike out
“Friday ” and_ insert “ Wednesday”
and lo add a provise as follows:—
Provided nevertheless thatl it shall be
lmwful for any shopkeeper who shall
have chosen ome d'elock as the closing
time on Saturday by a wotice sent to
the Minister, or to any person author-
ised by the Minister in thal bekalf, to
substitute “Friday’ for “Wednesday”
as the day on which the closing tme
shall be 10 o’clock p.m. in each week.
That is necessary for this reason. Tf a
sliopkeeper elected (o elose on Saturdav
aftermoon under the present Aet, he
eould nol remain open on Friday night,
and therefore, that amendment is neces-
sary to give him the right to remain open
until 10 o’elock ou Friday. A fuarther
amendment T will move in Clanse 3, line
12, will be, after *“distriet” to insert
¢ Specified in the Seeond Schedule.’’
This is important, and it is an amend-
ment to which [ wish to draw Lhe alten-
tion partienlarly of country mem-
bers. because those words when inserted
in the schedule will have the effect thnt
they will apply ouly to the distriets
specified in the sechedule. In other parts
of the State it will be left to the choice
of the shopkeeper whether it will he
Wednesday or Satarday. In Clause 3,
line 17, I propose to strike out the words
‘¢ the dav specified on the veting papers
recorded by such electors '’ and insert
in place thereof ‘‘ a date to be specified
on the voting papers is the date on
which such shops shall close at one
o’¢clock p.m. and a date 1o be specified
on the voling papers is the date on
which such shops shall close at ten
o’clock p.m. withont any choiece by the
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shopkeeper. This is an important
amendment, and one that is necessarv to
put the matfer vight as defined by the
Court. 1f the Bill were passed in its
present forn, it would leave matters as
thevy are. Thal new clause gets over
the power given to the shopkeeper as
contained in Section 4.
Hon, M. L, Moss :

days will be meniioned on the
paper?

Does it say what
ballot

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
will be fixed by regulation under Section
4. A further amendment I will move in
Committee will be to inserl a new
Clause to stand as Clause-2, ‘¢ Section 3
of the prineipal Aet is repealed ''—1
‘would like hor. memhers to  note this
particularly—*‘ and a seetion as follows
shall be read in place thereof: {3) The
Covernor may by proclamation declare
any distriet for the eleetion of a mem-
ber to the Legislative Assembly fo he a
distriet for the purposes of this Aei.’’
This is a conseguential amendment
which is necessary. At the present time
outside those districts named io the
mefropolitan area the boundaries of the
early closing distriet are not coterminons
with the houndaries of the eleetoral
district; apd it is for that reason that
the amendment will be inserted. Those
are the provisions to be eontained in the
Bill, and I trust hon. members have heen
able to follow me. I have had a great
deal of experience during the last six
or twelve months in connection with this
subject, and if T have not made myself
thoroughly clear, I would ask hon. mem-
bers to adjourn the debate on the second

reading until these proposed amend-
ments appear pn ihe Notice Paper.

Then hon. memhbers will be able to see
for themselves what they are. In its
present form the Bill would not be a
workable one, and weuld noi be acceept-
able.

Hon. G. Randell: Do you propoese that
Coolgardie and Boulder shall have a
referendum?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
These amendmenis will appear on the
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Notice Paper then members may
pass the second reading, and deal with
the Bill in Committee. There has been
a good desl of talk on this measure, and
there has also been a pood deal of feel-
ing exhibited probably on  both sides.
What T want members to do is this; to
look at the thing fairly from both sides.
There has been a lot of talk and 4 num-
ber of deputatious, and a good deal has
been said for instance about the injus-
tice to employees, and the fact that
their health will suffer if the Saturday
half-holiday is not granted. With re-
gard to the health of the employees 1
cannot sec that this should be used as
an argument. It should not make a but-
ton of difference to the health, whether
the employees have the Saturday or the
Wednesday lLalf-holiday: If one argues
it from that standpoint, the Wednesday
holiday being in the middle of the week,
would be hetter than a late night on Fri-
day and working on Saturday morning at
8.30. 1 should think that from the health
point of view, this ddes not make any
difference whatever. Tlere are not any
longer hours imposed on the employees
whether they have Saturday afternoon
or Wednesday afterncon. 1 will admit
it would probably be nicer for the shop
assistan(s to have their holiday on Satur-
day afternoon; it would he nicer in this
respect, that he could go with his friends
to enjoy the half-holiday on the day on
whieh they would have it; but it might
net be better for his health or even his
poeket.  If I were a shop assistant I
would like wiy half-haliday on the Satur-
dax.  There arve three questions that
bon. members will have to eonsider, and
they are these : will they leave the
choice to the individual shopkeeper
whether he gives his assistanis a half-
holiday on Wednesday or  Saturday,
whether” they will leave it to a refer-
endum of the ratepavers in each distriet
and whether they are prepared to make
a stalutory district for the metropolitan
area. I would like hon. members to deal
with the subjeet fairly and if they have
not been ahle to fully understand the
explanations of the Bill I hope somenne
will move the adjournment of the de-
bate until to-morrow. by which time the
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amendments that [ have rveferred to will

appear on the Notice Paper. I move—

That the Bilf be now read a second
time,

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West}: 1 wonder
how much of the Minister’s iime during
the last six or eight months has been
iaken up with this question when he
should have been attending to other and
more important duties instead of tryving
to unravel ihe diffienlties that have eon-
fronted him in eonnection with this Aer,
and the regulations under it. 1 think
in view of the faet thatl there is all this
disagreement ou the part of the shop-
keepers and assistants, it i desirable
there should be some legislation to deal
with the matter on such a basis that will
give something like uniformity and settle
onee and for all whae the position is to
be in regard to the question. [ wonder
also if every hon, member has read all
the literature on this subjeet that has
appeared during the past week. 1 ai-
tempted to read some of it, but there
is sueh a budget of it that it is quite im-
possible for ane to get the views of every
section of the people on this question.
Speaking tor myself [ have no particular
views of my own as io whar rthe late
hour should be for elosing, or what the
day should be on which the half-holiday
should be given. | have endeavoured as
far as T could to consult hath sides in ihe
West Provinee on this question so that
T might wive a vore on it as near as
possible in aceordance with the views of
what T eonsider to be fhe bulk of the
people 1 represent.  The shopkeepers’
organisation at Fremantle and the shop
assistants’ organisations  at  Fremantle
are, so far as I ean see, practieally
agreed upon two things that should be
done.  They are firmly of opinion that
there should be an appeal to the elec-
tors, and that that appeal should be on
the Assembly rolls, and they also staie
that it should not be left to the Govern-
ment of the day to de as the Minister
suggests, unite twn or more electoral
districts for the purpose of taking the
public vole. 1 quite agree. in fact T feel
strongly on that especially as far as re-
gards this metropolitan avea, and 1 in-
clude in it all the Assembly districts
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from Midland Junetion to South  Fre-
mantle. that the vote should he as if it
were one electorafe. 1 am, not safisfied
with 1he amendment to Clause 4 whieh
was inserted in another place as sufficient
to enable ihat tn be done, because when
we look at Clanse 3 it says. ©* A poll of
the elecivrs on the Assembly voll in any
distriet may from 1ime to time be taken
under rvegulations provided for the pur-
poese " then in Clause 4 power is given
to unite any two or more distriets into
one district. This is deficient in that it
does not provide that all Assembly volls
shall be united rogether as one roll, and
it does ot provide that persons shall
exereise the franchise in the particular
district in which they lhappen to be oo
the Assembly voll. There should he sume
machinery provided thar a vore shall be
taken in the separate districts.

Member . Tt can be done by regula-
tion.

Hon. M. L. MOSS: 1 think too much
is left to regulations. We are confroni-
ed with a difficult question: the Govern-
ment with expert opinions at the back
of them have framed regulations which
the Supreme Court has held to be ultra
cires, and we shounld not play fast and
loose in this manner and leave something
to regulations in regard to which we
find there is no power to regulate. I am
strongly in favour of all these districts
being united, beeause I think it would
be a wrong state of affairs to have the
Saturday opening until 10 o’clock in
Perth, and Saturday closing at 1 o’clock
at Fremantle, and the late opening on
Friday night at Fremantle and the elos-
ing at 6 o’¢lock on Friday night in Perth.
This would be very unfair. If it is
admitted for a moment that Saturday
is the better shopping day of the two,
and wiih the cheap railway fares from
Fremantle to Perth, we would have all
the Fremantle people cuming to Perth
to do business, That would be inflicting
a hardship on the siores at Fremantle,
and rvice versa the thing would operate
to a certain exient against Perth.

Hon. 1. T. Glowrey: 1 do not think
S0

Hon. M. L. MOSS: If the hon. mem-
ber’s opinion is correct, as a Fremantle



544 Early Closing Bill:

representative I am going to be very
strong on this point. I know if the
people at Fremautle are to have late
opening on Friday and early closing on
SBaturday and vice versa in Perth, it
would be my duty to oppose anything
like that being brought about. The
Minister says he will move an amend-
ment, which I will strongly support, fo
see that the day is uniforin, and that it
is not left, as the judgment of the Chief
Justice leaves it, optional. Tt will pro-
vide that there shall be no choice given
when two days are named for early and
late closing, and we will not have one por-
tion of the eommunity taking one day
and another portion taking the other.
That would not do. Tt must be distinetly
stipulated that the days-for late elosing
shall be uniform throughout the whole
distriet in which the poll takes place. T
am not satisfied with the statement of the
Minister with regard to the form of these
hallor papers, I had the opportunmty be-
tore the House met of looking at it, and I
have heard the Minister read the form in
the House, but I am not satisfied that the
material on the hallot paper is sufficient.
What days are to go on the ballot paper?
Is it to be left to the elector fo write
down on the ballot paper that he desires
the shopkeeper to elose at one o’clock
on Wednesday and to keep open till 1¢
a’clock on Saturday night, ov are the
Government going to choose 1wo days on
which the elosing is to take place ¢

The Colonial Secretary: 1 think it goes
without saying that it is sure to be Wed-
nesday and Saturday; those ave the two
days,

Hon. M. L. MOSS : Sure to he? I
suggest to the hon. member, supposing
they put on the ballot paper Monday or
Tuesday. Then the poll will he a farce.
As we are dealing with this watter let us
deal with it specifically and te the point.
We know that the whoele thing eentres
romnd whether the laie closing is to he
on Friday or Saturday night—that is liow
I understand it—or whether the early
closing is to be on the Wednesday or the
Saturday afternoon, I think the Bill as it
has eome to us from another place is abso-
lulely unworkable. A great deal is left
to the regulations, and many of the things
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that 1 have indicaled as deficlencies in the
measure will land us in diffienlty and
more litigation. If we leave the Bill in
its present form a great deal will be left
to regulation and a great deal to the cap-
rice of the Government as to the days
on which the late elosing shall take place,
and I do not think that is right. T sup-
port the principle of a poll of the electors
on fhe Assembly rvoll, and I will strive
to have one district extending from Fre-
mautle to Midland Junetion. It will
probably be argued by a number of mem-
bers that the Assembly electors are not
the constitneney to whieh this question
should bhe referred, and that the deeision
should lie with the ratepayers on the
munieipal rolls; but in giving wmy vote
in the direction I do, my desire is to
bring myself as near as possible to what
T believe to be the views of the majority
of my constituents. I maintain that it
does not follow that the ratepayers on
the mumicipal roll ave the correct con-
stituency to which to refer this question.
There are thousands of people in the
metropolitan area who are customers of
retail shops, and hundreds of them may
not be on the munieipal roll, yet they all
utilise these shops for buying their stores
and other requirements. If these people
viate for early closing on Saturday, then
if they are subjected to inconvenience
throegh not being able to get the com-
modities they require owing to that early
closing, they will suffer from the vote
they give. On the other hand, if we
limit the constitueney to deecide this ques-
tion the position will be that we will en-
able a comparatively small electorate to
legislate on hehalf of a large numnber of
people who are affected, and perbaps
seriously affected, by the Ilegislation
brought about when the rvesult of the
potl is known. In the civcumstanees T
helieve that the method suggested in
Clause 3, that of a full electorate from
Ahdland Junetion to Fremantle, is the
fairest and most desirable from the point
of view of this part of the State. As to
the goldfields and country distriefs 1 ex- -
press no opinion, but T am prepared to
listen to what hon. members from the
goldfields and the aprieultural districts
have to say, and to give my vole aceord-
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ing 1o their desives. Tor the district T
represent 1 propase to vore in the maouer
1 have already indicated.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS (Metropoli-
tan}: As one who has lately faced the
electors in what, T suppose, is the largest
commercial centre in the State in the
matter of trade and business, I think ¥
may elaim io speak with sume authority
as to the views of what [ believe to be the
large majority of those vitally interested
in the proposed change in the present
law. My persoual ineclination was, as
the Colonial Secretary put it. If 1 were
a shop assigtant 1 thionk 1 wounld favour
the Salurday half-haliday; hut 1 am eon-
tent 1o be bound on this oceasion by what
1 consider to be the best interests of my
constituency  amd, [ helieve, the whaole
metropolitan area. Those concerned in
business see no reason why the law should
not remain as at present, namely, that
the shopkeeper, and the shopkeeper alone,
should have the eption whether he elects
to close on Wednesday or Satnrday. Of
eourse there is n pood deal of reasoning
in their argument. They say they are
the men who have invested thousands of
ponnds in various husinesses in this State,
who have erected large buildings, and who
‘naturally have to do the hest they can for
themselves and 1o earry on their busi-
nesses at o profit; and if they in their
wigdom say that Wednesday is the best
day on which to keep open, or that Sat-
urday is. then 1 say, providing they work
their employees only the hours men-
tioned in the Aet, they and they alone
should have the aption of saying on which
day thex will open or close their shops.
Mr. Moss has said that we should leave
it to a poll of the electors of the distriets.
1 cannot see what the electors have tv do
with a matter of this deseription. What
rirht have the electors, who have perhaps
no bnsiness interesis at all, or have no
possible connection with business, to say
to a man, “Yes, we are gning to compel
vou to close vour shop on a day on which
viu do not want to elose?” That is not
a reasonable position to take up. Unfor-
tunately, we know that there is at the
present. time a great deal of depression in
this State, and the members of this House
shonld do nothing to in any way injure
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the large business interests of the com-
niercial eommunity. We should weigh
well the reasons that these gentlemen
have given in numerous letters addressed
to us why the Early Closing Aet should
rémain as it is now. If these gentlemen,
with the knowledge of years in business,
and having had the experience of hoth
Wednesday and Saturday opening, come
to us and say that thev want to choose
themselves the day on which to ¢lose or
open, then 1 think the House should give
their request the most earnest considera-
tion. I have with me a number of tele-
grams which most honr. members have al-
ready seen in this morning’s newspapers.
These telegrams were received in Teply to
a message sent by the representatives of
the traders in Perth to the various Colo-
nial Seeretaries of the States of Aus-
tralasia.  The telegram  despatched
WS I—

“What is the law in your State re
weekly  halB-holiday.  Reply paid.
Burkelt, Seeretary  Traders’ Associa-
tion.”

The first reply I will read is the reply
received from the Colonial Seeretary of
Tasiania. It appears in that State there
is no weekly half-holiday, as the Legis-
lature rejected the Bill last session. Tt
appears in Adelaide there is ecompulsory
cloxing at one o'eleck on either Wednes-
day or Saturday, the same as in our Act.
In New South Wales the half-holiday is
on Wednesday or Saturday in Sydney
and Neweastle and surrounding munici-
palities. and one half-day in each week
fixed by proclamation in regard ito the
country municipalities. In Vietoria, in
the inetropolitan disiriets, the shops must
close on Wednesday or Saturday at one
o’elock at the oplion of the shopkeeper.
In New Zealand the compulsory closing
day is fixed by the municipal aunthorities.
Tu Brishane the half-holiday is on Sat-
urday at one o’clock. It will be seen
from these telegrams that the existing
law in this State has been found to work
well in other States, and I think that if
we stiike out Section 5, over which appar-
ently all the trouble has been—that deal-
ing with the memorial—and if we fix the
holiday to take place on Wednesday or
Saturday, and leave it open to the shop-
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keeper, as at present, Lo choose either day,
wa ean do no great hari. The Early Clos-
ing Aet has been in force for sume time
and we heard no great outery about it.
Apparently it worked satisfactorily, but
directly people started preparing these
memorials the question became a burning
one, and we have had nothing but trouble,
and the {‘olonial Secretary, I suppose, as
has been said, has bad three-quarters of
his time taken up in deciding as to the
day on which the shops should close or
open. I had intended to move an amend-
ment that the Bill as it at preseni appears
should be read this day six months. That
was before I heard the amendments that
the Colonial Secretary proposes to in-
troduce in the measure. As he has
pointed out, Clause 4 gives the Governor
power, from time fo time, by proclama-
tion, tu unite two or more distriets in one
district, and [ think that is a very good
power to give. 1 dov not eure how the dis-
triels ave amalgamated, but I say the law
should be that the shopkeeper, and the
shopkeeper only, shonld bhave the right to
say whether he will open on the Wed-
nesday or on the Saturday. T do not
now propose fo move the amendment,
but T intend to oppose the greater portion
of this Bill, becanse T see no need for it
at present. As I have said. I think the
business inierests of the whole community
should be served by this House. and if
some of these gzentlemen think—and
apparently they do from what we can
see—that they shounld open on the Wed-
nesday, we should let them do so; if
others think they should open on the
Saturday, we should let them do so.
There ean be no diffieslty in seeing that
the provisions of the Aect are duly en-
forced. The weasure has  appavently
worked well. I maintain that the im-
mense interests of the metropolitan con-
stitueney demand fhe fullest considera-
tion from this House, and T hope that
hon. members will give the shapkeeper,
and the shopkeeper only, the power of
saying on which day he elects o close,
Hon. R. W, PENXNEFATHER
(Northy: [ wonld like to make a few
obgervations about this Bill, and par-
tienlarly  abont one clause whieh ap-
parently, so far, has received the sup-
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port of my learned friends who have
just spoken. 1 speak of the power 1o
unite distriets. 1 think it is within the
experience and knowledge of the mem-
bers in this Chamber that the trade and
circumstanees  of  eaeh  suburh  vary,
thougl: not muelh, 1o some degree, and a
tangible degree; and 1 do not see myselt
that any reason has been given to justity
this Chamber in foveibly compelling dis-
triets to amalgamate whether they like
it or not. I take up this position with
reference to the Bill. The amalgamation
ol these distriets is to my mind one of
the ohjectiunable clanses of the BIill. As
the Colomal  Seeveiary - very properly
pointed out the erux of the Bill is ¢on-
tained in Clause 3, and on that I may say
that atter carefully weighing ihe argu-
ment hoth ways, I am in favour of the
viens urged by M. Jenkins., -Unfortu-
nately we have had a depression in the
City and it is said to have been very

much aggravated by the eompulsory
closing of the shops on  Saturday.
Whether that be correet or not, | o

nol know, but the less interference with
trade by the Legislature the hetter for
trade. Of ecourse we all agree 1hat
there should be a half-holiday given to
the assistants every week, but when the
Legislature are asked fo pass an enact-
ment making it compulsory that, by the
vote of a majority of voters on the \s-
sainbly rall, a change should be madle.
it is to my mind stretehing 1o the point
of breakage the sense of obedience the
trader has te the ecommunily at large.
The trader wanis to make a living to
pay his emplovees and  indireetly  ro
build up the trade of this State. It we
are to permit the emplovees to dicrate
terms to the traders as to the holidays,
I am afraid that too great and unrea-
sonahle a power would be put into
their hands. [ know there are mrgu-
ments both ways, very strong arguments,
as 1o whether the holiday should be an
the Wednesday or Saturday. but which-
ever it is | think, as a matter of prin-
ciple, this Chamber should support the
doctrine that the person who employs
should have the right to say on whieh
day his shop should be closed. That he-
ing so we are drifting back to the legis-
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lation on the subject as it ai present ex-
ists. This Bill as far as T can see will
not in any degree whatever advanece the
pusition. 1 any member is opposed to
any portion of Clause 3 of the Bill I £ail
to see how lLe can give the easure
any countenance whatever. Having thar
opmion [ think it would only he taking
upr unnecessarily the time of this Chamber
if we further diseussed or further rve-
modelled this Bill which was brought in
for the one purpose of making the holi-
day compulsory. and that the decision
shonld rest with the majority of the
vaters on the Legistative Assembly voll.
I o not think that is vight and there-
fare, as [ consider the Bill is unneces-
sary. and that it would be labour in
vain on the part of this House to at-
tempt to make a good measure of it, and
being opposed to the eardinal principle
of the Bill, 1 move as an amendment—
That he word “now’” be struck
owt and * this day sir wmonths ™ be
added.

Hon, E. M. CLARKE (South-West):
I seeond the amendment.

Hoen. J. W. LANGSFORD {Meiropoli-
tan-Suburban): In speaking te the
amendment T will sltart by confessing
that T am one of those whoe have
given the Calonial Secretary a great deal

of worry on this subject during the last

twelve months,

Hon, G. Rendell: You repent, 1 hope,

Bon. .J. W, LANGSFORD: [ have no
reason to repent for anylhing I have
done up to the present. Some members
have stated that they ave trying to
rauge. or have gauged, accurately the
apinions of the electors in  their Pro-
vinces. And [ mav admit at once that
my own personal sympathies arve in ge-
cord with the business interesis of the
Provinee T represent. I have a twofold
mative in supporting some measure of
“this kind—perhaps not the measure es-
aerly ag it now stands bul a measure to
deal with the half-loliday question. I
eannot say that I have been deluged
with literafure on the question. and I do
noi know why some members should
have had the honour of receiving this
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literature from the different parties to
the question.

Heon, W, Kingsmill: They look on yon
as hopeless. .

Hon. J. W, LANGSEORD: Many
members Lave said they have reeeived
letters and literature dealing with the
question, but I have received none.

Hon, J, W. Hackett: Would you like
a copv? *

Hon. J. W, LANUSFORD: Therefore
if I fail 1o appreciate the position of
some of the parties. they are responsible
tor iy ignoraneg on the question. I would
ke -to point onf that the whole move-
ment i the Bastern States is in favour
of the Saturday half-boliday. Even my
friend Mr. Jenkins would not wish to
adupt o sysiem in foree in  Tasmania
where 1here is no holsday provided for.-

Hon. 1. G. Jeinknus: 1 said | am in
favour of a weekly half-holiday,

Hoan. W, Maley: There is a half-holi-
day every week in Hobart.

Hon, J. W, LANGSFORD: T am rely-
ing for my opinion vn  the telegram
which has been read. In Brisbane it is
set out by Aect of Parliament that the
holiday should be on Saturday. I am
prepaved o admit the argument that
there are cervtain commercial interests at
stake in eouneerion with this question,
but those arguments which govern the
adoption of the Saturday half-lwliday
principle are distinetly humanitarian in
their aspeet., Tf necessary the medieal
opiniens given by the Colenial Beeretary
in regard to the healthful value of the
Wednesday half-holiday eould be con-
troverted by equally eminent authorities
whae wonld sayv thar the Saturday half-
holiday and the Sunday following pro-
vide a grealer benefit to health than the
half-holiday on the Wednesday. The
interests of my electors are in the direc-
tion of having a Salurday bhalf-holiday.
I do not know thai any movement has
been taken in the direetion of altering
that. To self-defence one or two peti-
tions had to be presented and T believe
one was seni by the Subiaco people, but
with that exeeption no part of the Pro-
vince has presented a petition to revert
to the Wednesday half-heliday. What
I want to endeavour to do is to bring
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about sueh a position that the traders
in my Provinee shall have the benefit of
the trade of those who live in that Pro-
vinge. The Perth traders rely to a great
extent on my electors to keep their trade
going, but I want to divert, if possible,
the legitimate trade which belongs to
the suburban tradesmen, who have at a
considerable cost—although possibly not
lo so great an extent a& the City
traders—invested their money in their
businesses, to the suburbs. I am quite in
sympathy with the eclause which pro-
vides that one district shall operate from
Midland Junction to Fremantle. When
this change was inaugurated no eriti-
cism was offered in oppoesition. Two or
three public meetings were held in fav-
our of the Saturday holiday but no pub-
lic meeting took ,place and no petition
—simply a few letters to the papers—
was received from the traders of Perth.
In faect, they signed a majority petition
in favowr of the Saturday holiday. 1
inaintain that the Saturday holiday has
never had a fair chance. Unfortunately
for the City the depression operates more
there than in the country. There at pre-
sent exists a depression and for this the
Saturday half-holiday is made respon-
sible to a considerable extent. No evi-
dence has been adduced to show that the
depression can be attributed to that
canse. The question as to whether the

decision should be left to the electors or:

not is «me which is fairly debatable, but
if the public are the ones to be consid-
ered on this question, and without the
shopping pnblie the shops may as well
close up, why not give them the right to
say upon what day they desire to make
their purchases% Surely the determina-
fion should rest with those people who
are most deeply interested. In the pre-
sent instanee they are the shopping pub-
lic. That being so the electoral roll
seems to me to enable the fullest mea-
sure of opinion to bhe obtained on the
question and consequently the deeision
should rest with the electors on the roll.
We cannot shut our eyes to the fact that
the shops of Perth and the people who
have businesses in Perth, have very eon-
siderable advantages owing to their be-
ing in the capital. These reasons need
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not be enumerated, as in fact they are
too numerous to mention, but the capital
necessarily always attractz business, and
from that standpoint alone the traders
im Perth ave well compensated for hav-
ing their businesses there. I do not
know that it is necessary at this juncture
for me to take up the time of the House
any further 1 sincerely hope the mea-
swre will be permitted te get through
the seconyl reading and go into Commit-
tee, and that Mr. I"ennefather will be
able to suggest improvements. [ do not
wish fur one moment to say that the
Bill is not capable of improvement, hat
owing to the numher of interests in-
volved, those of the shopkeepers, assist-
ants, and the general public, this House
should pass the gecomd reading,

Hon. J. M. DREW (Central): I liave
much pleasure In supporting the prin-
ciple embadied in the Bill. Tt supplies
a very salisfactory method of oversom-
ing the difficulty. 1In fhe measwre is a
provigion thai a poll of the Assembly elec-
tors may be taken to determine whether
the half-holiday shall be on Wednesday
or Saturday, and it seems to me that
nothing eould be fairer, There are three
parties concerned in this question, firstly,
the shopkeeper, secondly, the em-
plevee, and thirdly the customer.
In the first place the shopkeeper has a
large amount of money invested and there
can he no doubt he is entitled te cousidera-
tion. Tn the second place it might be
asked why was this early closing legisla-
fion introduced in the first instance if not
for the proteetion and preservation of
the heaith of the emiployees; to furnish
an opportunity that they might have half-
a-day’s loliday a week in addition {to
Sunday. The interests of each nf these
pgrties will be fully represented if a vef-
erendum be taken, 1t is the eontentinn,
T think, that if the system which has heen
in existenee during the last nine months
confinue, the trade of the virious firms
of Perth must be adversely affected. At
the same time that question should not he
seriously considered in this Chamber. 1f
trade is affected in the City it follows that
the trade must he diverted into ather
legitimate channels in the metropolitan
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area, Al any rate it seems to we it is not
for this Chamber to go inio the considera-
tion of whether trade will be diverted
from Perth to any of the suburbs. What
hon, wmemhgrs have to determine 1is
whether this question should be submitted

to a refevendum of the electors. And
when we ecome to consider it the fhree

parties concerned are all represented by
the electurs. There are the shopkeepers,
the employees, and the eustomers. The
wcustomers bave a right to some considera-
tion in a maiter of this kind. They have
the right to say whether from their stand-
point it is advisable that the shops should
eloxe on Saturday, and they certainly
should have an opportunity of voting on
the question. [f the decision were left
tu the ratepayers, only a small section of
the community would be entitled to vote
whereas this matter eoncerns the whole of
the community. In connection with rvef-
erendums there are some questions difficult
to submit to the decision of the people at
Targe; but there are no difficulties in con-
nection with this particular question, for
every grown-up person in the community
can thoronghly understand it and ean vote
Pplain “yes"” or “no” without qualification.
When in Commitiee T may support the
suggestion of the Colonial Secretary n
connection with the YWednesday. T think
‘there should be some option as to whether
Wednesday or Saturday should be the
half-holiday.  ®or the present I simply
suppmt the principle whieh the Bill con-
tains.

The PRESIDENT:
before the Couneil.

Hon. R. D. McKENZIE: I move—

That the debate be adjourned Hll

Tuesday nert.

Motion put and a division taken, with
‘the following result :—

An amendment is

Aves .. . .. 13
Noes .. .. .8
Majority for .. .o 4
AYES.
Hon. F. Connor jHon. M. L. Moss
Haon. J. W. Haciett Hon. W, Qats
Hon. A. G. Jenklns ,Hon. G. Randell
Hon, R. Laurle Hon. S. Stubbs
Hon. W, Maley Hon. T. H. Wilding
Hen. R. D. McKenzie Hon. J. T. Glowrey
Hon. E. McLarty . {Telter}-
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NoES.
|Han, B. C. O'Brien
i Hon, R, W. Pennefather
Hon. G. Throessell
Hon. R. F. Sholl
(Teller).

Hon. E. M. Clarke

Hon. J. . Counolly
Hon, J. M. Drew

Hou. W. Kingsmill
Hen. J. W. Languford -

Mations thus earried; debate adjourned.

BILL—YORK RESERVE
In Committee.

CUlause 1—Change of purpose of Reserve
York Town Lot 211:

Hon. T. H. WILDING: The object in
moving {he adjournment at the preceding
sitting: had been to see whether it would
not be puossible to inelude other reserves
in the Bili. However le had discovered
that this eculd not be done; therefore he
would support the elanse.

Clause passed.

Title agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment;
repurt adopted.

the

BILIJ—E,\U’LOX\IE\'T BROKERS.
In Committee.

Clause 1 agreed to,
Clause 2—Repeal.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m.

Legislative Hsgembly,
Wednesday, 2nd December, 1908.

Pace

Questions: Btate Batteries, Superintendent e D50
Lands Department, temporary emplorees .. 550
Raflway lnundry controct . ... 530
Savings Buok loan, P. Stone ... ... 350
Motions: Goldﬂelds ‘Water Supply, to mquu'e ... 550
Eailways, Industria] conditions .. . .. 558
Rajlwny Froject, Melmont-Burgwood . ... 578
Orchards Destruction, to inquire ... 584
Return : Government Advertisements ... 528
Papers: Gernldion Old Men's Home I ]
Mines Regulation Bills ... ... 987
Report : North Heach Road Conatmctwn .. 984
Papers presented ., - ... 592

The SPEAKER took the Chair at +.30
p.au.. and read pravers.



